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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.” 
 

Will Rogers   
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Needed – Crockery  
 

 
We are trying to gather together as many clocks (broken 
preferred) and unbroken – teapots, cups and saucers. They will be 
returned to you. But please don’t lend us your best Sevres service! 
We need them by the end of term (Tuesday if possible) but the 
sooner the better!  
 
If anyone has any connections with WI or a Church Group please 
could they ask there or pass me the contact details? We need 
about 100 teapots of different sizes and ideally about 1000 cups 
and saucers. Please pass contributions to the school kitchen or 
me clearly labelled with your name and whether or not you would 
like them returned.  

Miss Vaughan 
 

Free School Meals 
 
Surrey County Council through Babcock 4S provide a simple service to process claims for free 
school meals by checking entitlement via a secure government website. As we are a Boarding 
School, records about provision of free school meals are used for statistical purposes only. An 
excellent school lunch is always provided for every pupil. Free school meals are part of the formula 
that the Department for Education use to calculate the funding available to pupils and we are 
therefore very keen to maximise this. 
 
In order to qualify for free school meals, the parent/guardian must be in receipt of at least one of the 
qualifying benefits, set out by Surrey County Council. Please see the School’s website under 
‘Information for Parents’ for our guidance letter and application form http://www.raa-
school.co.uk/information_for_parents.asp  
 
If you are eligible for free school meals, please complete and return the application form to the 
School Office as soon as possible. If you are already in receipt of free school meals then you do not 
need to re-apply.  

 

Student Food Committee 
 

An extraordinary meeting of the Student Food Committee 
was held this Thursday, where Barney Cross, School 
Catering Manager, unveiled that new school lunch and 
evening meal menus. Highlights include “Toni’s Italian Pasta 
Night”, “Gatton Hog Roast” and “Jason’s Juice & Smoothie 
Shack”. The students were impressed and the menus were 
given the green light.  
 
Adam Woolcock, committee member, said, “It looks fantastic, 
lots of different and exciting foods to try!” 
 
The new menus are due to start after half term on Monday 1st 
June.  
 

Mr Stafford  

Student Food Committee 
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Chaplain’s 400 
The Ascension Day 2015 ☯  I write this on the Thursday which 

ushers in the end of the Easter season: Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity 
Sunday, Corpus Christi, before the Western calendar returns to a long 
chain of weeks poorly described as ‘Ordinary Time’. You will have seen 
paintings of the Ascension, the final separation of the earthly Jesus from 
his followers. Most of these artist impressions embroider vague 
descriptions left to us by St Luke. A handful of representative women and 

disciples stand around looking upward. Jesus, generally wrapped around in white and gold, floats 
upward from the earth at whatever altitude the artist prefers. Some portray him separating from his 
friends by a few inches only, others glorify his power in distant clouds, floodlit and surrounded by 
angels. These are artist impressions. We do not know when or what happened. One author ignores 
the event completely. Another gives a general comment in one place about being ‘taken up into 
heaven’, while in another place, his story is alarmingly similar to the resurrection. Another tapers the 
tale away, saying that all the books in the world could not contain everything the risen Jesus did. Not 
very helpful to a 2015 mind seeking a black-white explanation. 
 
Followers and friends of Jesus living around the year 33 C.E. had to adjust to this disappearance. 
They had to make other plans. Every believer in every age since has needed similar, parallel 
judgements and decisions. The end of Jesus’ earthly life is a crucial point. Our attitude toward it 
decides whether Jesus is merely a teacher of moral values, or something more. I said to one group 
this week that Ascension stories were an example of ‘unfinished business’. As such, they put a very 
adult challenge before us. The Easter story does not end ‘and they all lived happily ever after’. It 
places immense resources before us, resources accessible through story, language, reflection, and 
silence. But each person makes their own call about it, and reacts accordingly. I much prefer recent 
artist reflections, like the one accompanying this article. The resurrection and ascension offered a 
new vision of God. This fresh vision refurbished mankind’s perception of the human body, human 
history, death and time itself. It is well summed up in this verse from an Ascension hymn: 
‘Thou hast raised our human nature in the clouds to God’s right hand; 
There we sit in heavenly places, there with thee in glory stand; 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; man with God is on the throne; 
Mighty Lord in thine Ascension, we by faith behold our own.’ 

Parents’ Perceptions Survey 

 
Thank you to all the parents who responded to the Parents’ Survey that was sent out earlier this year. 
We have looked through your comments in great detail and here are responses to some of the main 
issues that were raised; 
 

- There was a request for more information about the Sixth Form in the School Newsletter. We have 
already started to include more information and the aim is to continue with this 

- There was a high level of satisfaction with evening and weekend activities. Some parents highlighted 
that some of the after school activities are very popular which means that children do not always get 
their first choice of activity. We do operate a waiting list for popular activities and pupils usually 
manage to get a place the next term. We plan to recruit a senior member of staff to look into the 
current range of activities and also the pupil perception of the activities offered. A budget has been 
set aside to expand the activities programme. Nevertheless there will always be some constraints on 
some activities due to the limited capacity in certain areas. 

- The lighting on the path to Gatton Park Road was welcomed but a request was made for CCTV. This 
was installed in the autumn but parents might not have noticed it due to the trees. The trees have 
now been cut back to make the space more open and provide a clearer view for the CCTV. 

- We no longer offer the capability for parents to view their child’s school record via the internet. This 
was because the piece of technology that provided that service was withdrawn. We are currently 
undertaking a major review of our IT provision and aim to find an alternative way to provide parental 
access to some data about their child. 

 
Where parents made comments that were very specific to an area of the school, these have been 
followed up. 

Helen Pollard 

Director of Marketing 



 6 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

        
 

Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:    

Yasmin Jones 

Prakriti Gurung 

 

Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:    

Yash Rajkoomar 

Prajal Gurung  

 

Well donWell donWell donWell done! Keep it up!e! Keep it up!e! Keep it up!e! Keep it up!    

Mr Stafford Mr Stafford Mr Stafford Mr Stafford     
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

RAAS Cricket Match Report VS. Sandcross  
 

On Friday we played a cricket match vs. Sandcross. As we arrived it started to rain, so bowling first 
was definitely an advantage. We did not win the toss so had to bat first. Up first in to bat were TJ and 
Kalyan and they only lost 1 wicket so we had an OK start. However Matthew and Luke were in next 
and they got off to a great start with the loss of 1 wicket. Max and Prajal were in next and boosted 
our runs higher and lost no wickets; a great pair performance from them. Last in to bat were Sid and 
George and they only lost 1 wicket. We got a total of 238 runs. A good score! 
 
As we had a team talk with the Boss (Mr Leoffeler) we were ready to try and win. 1st up to bowl was 
Kalyan and sadly we lost 15 off the first over. However, we came back strong with a great maiden 
from TJ, they were 226-0 off 4 overs. 4 overs to go and there was pressure on both teams. Matt was 
up to bowl and conceded 1 wise and then 3 runs from 6 balls, an ok over. Max then stepped up and 
got the first wicket for RAAS and then the pressure was on Sandcross. Luke stepped up to bowl and 
he bowled a great over with 2 wickets and a great diving catch from Matt. They were up 214-3.  
 
They were winning, but if you get your opponent out they lose 5 runs so we needed a wicket and Sid 
came up with the response. We were winning by 1 run. As Sid bowled the last ball it missed the 
batsman and made a weird bounce and went past Matt for a 4. We lost by 3 runs but what a team 
performance in a really close game!  
 
At the end we shook hands and we left the school in a good mood. Then Sir gave all the team cakes 
for playing so well.  
 
Man of the Match: LUKE NELL                                                        By Matt and Max A 

Dorms of the Week 
 

Boys Dorm 7 
 

Girls Dorm 2 
 

Well done!!!! 
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Star of the Week 

Summer Term 

Week 4 

 

3C Cameron McCarthy For trying his best in all he is asked to do. 

4M Adam Bostel 

Ali Nayebi 

Jake Bendall 

For organising a very successful cake sale in aid 

of the Nepal earthquake  

5S Libby Elphick Great enthusiasm on our school trip. 

5W Lucia Perez-Ruiz For always being positive at school and doing her 

best at all times. 

6P Kizzy Foster For always trying her hardest in all subjects. 

6L Kalyan Sirohi For much improved effort. 

 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 4 

 

Jorja Walker 3C For creating a fantastic Greek theatre mask in 

History.  

Sapphire Gramme 3C For her excellent use of expression when 

reading.  

Theo Boyd 4M For identifying the different language features 

in poems, including metaphors and 

personification.  

Casey Bell 4M For working hard at identifying creatures in the 

different habitats on the seashore.  

Kyle Ezeala 5S Super knowledge on Victorians 

Joe McCallion 5S Great effort in P.E. 

Alfie Rodd 5W For great progress in Maths. 

Devon Chandler 5W For good all round progress and increased 

positivity.  

 5T  

 5T  

Sidhansh Dighe 6P For an outstanding piece of persuasive writing. 

Livia Piner 6P For trying exceptionally hard with her maths 

revision. 

Alex Moyston 6L For managing to complete his SATS with a 

broken thumb! 

Phoebe Tidy 6L For continued enthusiasm despite being on 

crutches! 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

 
 

MUFTI DAY – CHANGE OF DATE 
 

10GGW have changed their Mufti Day to Thursday 4th June. 

Oxford Trip  
 

On Tuesday 5th May, Mr Fisher accompanied eight 
pupils in Y10 to an Open Day at the University of 
Oxford. The day included a presentation on life at the 
university, tours of Queen’s and Brasenose Colleges 
by current students, and an interesting presentation 
of items at the University’s Natural History Museum. 
Maybe some of these pupils will be submitting 
applications to Oxford in a few years time!  
 

Mr Fisher 
History 

 

Year 7 Cake Sale 
 
 

A group of Year 7’s, off their own backs (with a 
little help from their mothers), had a Cake Sale to 
raise money for the 25th Scout Troop, Purley.  
 
The students raised an amazing amount of 
£239.71! 
 
Thank you to all the parents, students and staff 
that helped with this fantastic event! 
 

Mr Randolph 
Head of Year 7 

Assessment Week Results Years 7-9 
 
 

Pupils will receive their assessment week results on Friday May 22nd as we break up for half term – 
these will be addressed to parents. 
 
Many staff have already started to look at the performance in these assessments as part of their current 
teaching. 
 
 Pupils will have the opportunity to go over their papers and to consider strategies to support their 
progress in the future. 
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   CRICKET 

 
 

FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH 

 
Year 7 vs St 

Bedes  

 
St Bedes: 91 runs for 4 wickets 18 overs 
 
RAAS: 106 runs for 8 wickets 18 overs 
 

Win for RAAS by 15 runs 

    
  Bowler – Hector Calder  
     2 overs 4 runs no wickets 
  
  Batsman: Jamie Day  
                    36 Runs (RTD) 

 
Year 8 vs St 

Bedes  

 
St Bedes:- 113 runs for 3 wickets 20 
overs 
 

 
   Bowler - Dan Vickers 1 for 13 
 
  Batsman - Cameron Anderson 

Year 10 Mock Results 
 
 
Year 10 pupils will receive their mock results on Friday 22nd May at 1.50pm. These results will be 
addressed to the pupils in order to prepare them for GCSE results day in August 2016 when they will 
collect their results. We will be asking pupils to share and discuss their results with you and we will stress 
the importance to the pupils of them having these conversations.  
 
We will highlight to pupils that these are Year 10 mocks and therefore the first practice they had at sitting 
multiple exams in a short period of time. While many students will have achieved very well, some will be 
disappointed by their results. Tutors will be available to discuss and support pupils as they receive their 
results. Next half term all subject teachers will go through all of the papers and will highlight the key points 
to support future development.  
 
In order to further support pupils in their preparation for Year 11 and GCSEs we have booked Elevate 
Education on Wednesday 10th June who will work with the students on the requirements and skill 
development necessary for GCSE success. Elevate will also run a session for parents in the evening. Full 
details will be sent directly to all Year 10 students and parents. 
 
As part of the mock results we will be taking the Year 10 pupils into the sports hall so that they can 
experience the examination hall atmosphere and configuration in preparation for the full GCSE exams 
next year. 
 
If you have any queries about the Year 10 mocks or preparation for Year 11 please contact me 
kathrynhobbs@gatton-park.org.uk or Mr Rhodes, Head of Year 10 tomrhodes@gatton-park.org.uk or Mrs 
Danaee, Head of Key Stage 4 annieedanaee@gatton-park.org.uk  

 
Kathryn Hobbs – Deputy Head 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORTS 

RESULTS 
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RAAS: 115 runs for 5 wickets 19 overs 
 

Win for RAAS by 5 wickets 

                     27 runs RTD 

 
 

                  

            ROUNDERS 

FIXTURE RESULTS MAN of the MATCH 

 
Year 9 vs Dunottar 

 

 
Won 17.5 Rounders to 16 

 
Maria Balin 

  
Year 10 vs Dunottar 

 
Won 24.5 Rounders to 3.5 

 

 

 

ATHLETICS 
 

FIXTURE RESULT INDIVIDUAL FIRST PLACE 

DISTRICT 
ATHLETICS 

LEAGUE 
MEETINGS 

  

Year 9  
Boys 

2nd Seven Schools 
competing 

  Lennox Williams - Javelin 

Year 10 
Boys 

1st Six Schools competing  Steven Martin – 100m 
 Charlie Cheesborough - Shot 
 Steven Martin - Long Jump 
 Jeremiah Cameron - High Jump 
 Relay Team   
 

Year 9  
Boys 

2nd Nine Schools competing   Lennox Williams – 800m 
 
 Tom Reynolds New School Record 400m 

Year 10 
Boys 

1st Seven Schools 
competing 

  Steven Martin - 100m 
  Abdul.Mamudu - 200m 
  Cameron Francis – 400m 
  Angus Calder – 800m 
  Relay Team 
  Jeremiah Cameron - High Jump (New        
School Record) 
   Cameron Francis -  Long Jump  
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